WHEN    CURTIS    TALKED

The Judge: "Sir Henry, I have decided this matter.
I must decline to hear you further.35

Sir Henry : " Your Lordship will at any rate allow me,
on her behalf, to protest against that being done without
the evidence which I have in my possession being
produced.5'

The Judge: " I have heard your protest. I must
assume that you were deceived by the instructions you
received. I have not been equally deceived. There is
an end to the question,"

Sir Henry: " May I say that neither Sir Travers
Humphreys (his junior) nor myself consider that we
were deceived by the evidence which was put before
us?"

This, then, was the dramatic opening to a case which
attracted large crowds of would-be spectators to struggle
for admission. Curtis was never able to call that evidence,
and the young wife stood her trial, ajwan and slim figure
in the dock.

And again the castigating tongue of Mr. Justice Avory
was heard when he summed up. Of Mrs. Morriss he
said: " I am still satisfied that she was, if she desired,
fit to give evidence on oath."

Curtis bitterly resented the way he had been treated
by the Judge. He believed that someone had falsely
told Mr. Justice Avory that Mrs. Morriss or her advisers
were anxious to find a reason for taking the case away
from that Judge, and that Mrs. Morriss had been seen
in the town recently. It must be clear that something
of the sort happened, for it is astonishing that Mr. Justice
Avory, who knew the worth and was fond of both Sir
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